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Personalities / MepcoHanun
ExatepuHa Ky3HeuoBa / Ekaterina Kuznetsova

BUSINESSWOMAN
FINE ART PHOTOGRAPHER

U3 bU3Hec-8yMaH 8 Xy00XeCcmaeHHY ¢omoepaguro

Mbl BCTPETUINCL Ha KeNe3HOL0POXHOM CTaHLMW B
Magpuge. BoeT Xa okaszanacb IMEHHO TaKoi, Kakol
1 eé cebe NpeacCTaBAsANa: OUYeHb APYXEeNto6HbIN U
3HEepPruyHbIN Yenosek, C KOTOPbIM NPUATHO NPOBO-
AVTb BpeMsa. MeuTaTtens MOXHO y3HaTb U3janeka, 1
A onpegenéHHo CMOria NoYyBCTBOBaThb 3Ty OCO-
6eHHOCTb rfe-To B rybunHe eé ayLun, Aaxe cyaa no
OTBeTaM Ha MOV NPOCTeHbKME BOMPOCHI.

We meet at the train station in Madrid - Viet Ha is just
as | imagined her to be. Very friendly, lively, and fun to
be around. Yet you can spot a dreamer in the distance,
and | can definitely sense that deeper side of her even
through the simple questions | ask.



03MOXHO, 1 y>XKe MPOSABASAI0 CyObeKTUBHOCTb,

MOCKONbKY BeCb Mpeabliaylnii Bevep

paccmaTtpuBana eé BosilLebHble doTorpadum.
3To BCerja Tak BOCXUTUTE/IbHO: CHayana yBujeTb
paboTbl TBOPUECKOV NMYHOCTK, @ 3aTeM BCTPETUTCH
C Heli anyHo. E& 3arafoyHas Aylua yxke oTKpbliace Ans
MeHs yepes poTorpadum, XoTs A yBepeHa, UTO Nog BHeLLHelr
CTOPOHOVI 3TOM Ype3BblYaiHO TaNAHTIVBOW XEHLLMHbI CKPbIBaeTCs
elé oveHb MHOrO C/I0EB IMYHOCTU. B eé TBopuyecTBe 0coboe
BHVIMaHWe yenseTcs paHTasnm 1 BOOOPaXKeHMIo Kak MCTOYHMKaM
3CTeTMYecKoro oneiTa. PaboTel BbeT Xa MosiBASANCE B XypHanax
Vogue lItalia n Vanity Fair France, BbiCTaBAS1Cb B NOHAOHCKO
ranepee Saatchi v npogasanvce Ha 6naroTBOPUTEILHOM ayKLMOHe
Christie B FoHKOHre. OHa HaXOANTCA B CNNCKe TBOPYECKNX JINYHOCTEN
rnobanbHOro 3HaveHus Artpiece — MMpOBOro Angepa B 061acTn
nHopMaLnM Ha pbiHKe NCKYCCTB. E& nHTepeckl npeacTaBnstoT
Art+Commerce/Vogue ltalia — kpynHerillee B Mvpe $OTOareHTCTBo,
KOTOpOE HaxoamnTca B Hbto-MopKe, a Takxe ABe Napudkckue ranepent
NCKYCCTB.

e Kak Bbl CTYNnWv Ha 3TOT KapbepHbIVi NyTb, U KaKue rnas-
Hble NpensTcTBUA Bam npumLuniock npeofoneTsb 3a 3To BpemMs?

A s
% AHéM 5 BusHec-nean, a HoYb — TBOPYECKas NNYHOCTb.
BClo CBOO XM3Hb A1 TONBLKO W Aenana, 4to paboTana v 3aHMManach
613HecoM. /TLLb TpW roAa TOMY Hasag sl yBieknacs poTorpaduer,
HO Ha/JetoCb, YTO BCKOPE CMOTY MOIHOCTLIO MOCBATUTL Ceb51 3TOMY
3aHATUIO 1 ByAy 3apabaTbiBaTb UM cebe Ha XW3Hb. [MocnegHne
HEeCKOJ/IbKO N1eT Y MeHS! eCTb OLLyLLIeHe TOr0, YTO UCKYCCTBO TEUET
B MOVIX XWAax, eXejHeBHO MNOANUTLIBAeT MeHs SHepruei, u c Te-
YeHneMm BpPeMeHU 3Ta 1Il060Bb Pa3ropaeTcs BO MHe, Kak Xapkoe
naams.

Mos kapbepa poTorpada-ppunaHcepa Ha4danacb TpU roga Hasag.
B 2010 roay s paboTtana Mozensbto B Magpuge v coTpyaHUYana co
MHornmun ¢otorpadamu co Bcert MicnaHun. B Havane 2012 roga 9
3anHTepecoBanack peTyLupoBaHmem ¢oTorpaduiin 1 Bckope Havana
3aHMMaTbCA NPOACMPOBaHMeM GoToceccuid. 3a 3TO BpeMs MHe
YA2n0Cb MNO3HaKOMUTBLCSA CO MHOTVIMW UCMAHCKVMU 1 3apyBexHbIMU
doTorpadamu, gnsariHepamu, CTUANCTaMU 1 Mogensamu. CunTato,
UTO MOV 60NbLLON NPOPLIB CAy4macsa B Hayane 2013 roga, korga
A NpUHANA peLleHre CaMOCTOATeNbHO 3aHATLCA poTorpadurein.
A noctynuna Ha 6a3oBbIf Kypc poTorpadum B Magpuackom EFTI
rnocnie Toro, Kak Kynuaa cBoi nepsblin ¢oToannapaTt Canon EOS
600D 1 cTana CHMUMaTb BO BPEMS BbIXOAHBIX Y MPa3AHUYHbIX AHel
BC&, UTO MPUXOANSIO MHE B ro/I0BY.

e TpyAHO N1 6bITh XXeHLWMHOVi-poTOorpadom?

)

% He npunomHio, UToBbI MHE MPUXOANNOCH CTANKMBATLCS C KaKK-
MW-TO OCOBBIMU TPYAHOCTAMM, XOTS, KOHEYHO Xe, MPY MaHNPOBaHN
doToceccnli MPUXOAUTCA HEMano NOTPYANTLCS, Bedb A paboTato
€ 601bLLVMU KONNEKTMBaMU MOAEeNeN, BU3aXNCTOB, AM3aiiHepoB,
CTUNCTOB, MapMKMaxepoB, aCCUCTEHTOB N APYrnX PaboTHUKOB.
Ho A Bcerga genato 370 € 60/1bLUNM PBEHNEM 1 MOTOMY, Ha CAMOM
Jiene, He OLLyLLal0 KaK1X-11Mbo CNOXHOCTe, AaBleHUs 1 cTpecca.
TeM He MeHee, B 60/1bLLINHCTBE BbETHAMCKUX ra3eT MeHs Ha3blBatoT
«r-H ¢oTorpad BeeT Xa», MOCKONIbKY OHW NOMPOCTY He BEPAT B TO,
UTO XeHLLMHa MOXeT 6bITb xopoLnm poTorpadpom. OfHaKO 5, Kak
npaBuIo, paboTato C o4eHb 60bLUNMN NPOAKCEPCKMMU KOIEK-
TUBaMU 1 NPEKPaCHO NMOHVMat0, MoUeMy MYXUNHbI AJOMUHUPYHOT
B J@aHHOW chepe: 3TO OUeHb TPyAHasa npodeccus.

aybe | am already being subjective since | spent the whole

evening before our meeting staring at her magical photography.

Itis always fascinating to see an artist's works first and then
to meet her in person. Her photos had already revealed to me her
mysterious soul, yet | am sure there are many more layers beneath
the surface of this extremely talented woman. Her art emphasizes
fantasy and imagination as a source of aesthetic experience. Her
works have appeared in Vogue Italia and Vanity Fair France, at the
Saatchi Gallery London, and have been auctioned by Christie’s Hong
Kong for charity. She is listed as a global artist by Artprice, the world
leader in art market information, and represented by Art+Commerce/
Vogue ltalia - the largest global photo agency, based in New York.
She is currently represented by two art galleries in Paris. But let's
ask her to go through all of it herself.

9 How did you start your career, and what were the major
obstacles that you experienced?

2, | - i ist duri
% |am abusinesswoman during the daytime and an artist during
the night. | have always studied and worked in business in my life.
| started photography just three years ago, but | hope to be able
to earn a living as a full time artist in the very near future, since
in the last few years | have truly felt that art runs in my veins and
feeds my energy every single day and this love keeps growing like
a burning fire within me as time goes by.

My career as a freelance photographer began three years ago. |
started out as a model in Madrid back in 2010 when | collaborated
with renowned photographers from all over Spain. In early 2012, |
became interested in photo-manipulation and soon after started
to work as a producer for photoshoots. This experience introduced
me to a great number of photographers, designers, stylists, and
models in Spain and abroad. | think my big breakthrough in the
photographic scene came in early 2013 when | made the decision
to shoot my own photographs. | enrolled in a basic photography
class at EFTI in Madrid, then | bought my first camera, a Canon EOS
600D, and started shooting everything that came to my mind during
my weekends and holidays.

9 Is it difficult to be a woman photographer?
AN, , ) .
% |don'treally recall major obstacles, of course planning every

photo session requires a great deal of work since | always work
with big teams of models, make-up artists, designers, stylists, hair
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9 YTo AeiCTBUTENbLHO BrieYaT/IfieT, TaKk 3TO TO, KaK B 310Xy
COBpPEMEHHbIX TeXHONOrUi N undpoBoii pesontoumu Bam
BCE )Ke yjaeTcs 406MBaThCs 3TOrO OLLyLLIEHUSA PeTPO B CBOUX
pa6oTax, ienaTb TakK, 4To Bawm ¢poTorpadpum BeIrNAAAT Kak
o6pasubl U3SILLLHOIO UCKYycCcTBa. YTo BAOXHOBAAET Bac Ha
co3faHue Takux pa6oT?

2%
% £ CO34a10 UX MOA BAUSIHMEM KOMBUHALWMN Pa3NNYHbIX /1e-
MeHTOB: punnocodunm, Knaccuyeckor MTepaTypbl, KAPTUH CTapbiX
MacTepoB, My3bIK/ 1 NEPCUACKOA MUCTUYECKOM M0331K. S 0YeHb
06110 Knaccmn4eckoe NCKYyCcCTBO, B 0COBEHHOCTU TakUX XyAOXKHM-
KOB, Kak TuumaH, PeMbpaHAT 1 PybeHc, HO MHe Takxe HpPaBAaTCS

paboTbl coBpeMeHHOro ntanbsHckoro potorpada Maono Posepcu.

MowvM caMbiM NIO6UMBIM 3TaroM TBOPYECTBa ABNSETCA LMppoBas
06paboTKa, KoTopas NpoBoaUTCa nocie doToceccmn. KoHeuUHbIN
pesynbTaT MOMX $OTOpPaboT B 3HAUMTENIbHO Mepe 3aBUCUT OT
NX 3aKnruYnTenbLHON obpaboTkn. doTorpadum, caenaHHble BO
BpeMsl CbEMKM, — 3TO CbIPOil HeoTWNNOBAHHBIA MaTepuan, a
nocnegytlias 06paboTka AaéT HeorpaHUYeHHbIE BO3SMOXHOCTY
ANS PETYLLMPOBAHNSA 1 NO3BONISIET MHe NCCeA0BaTb COBCTBEHHOE
BOObpaxeHue.

g BbiBaeT 1M Tak, 4To Ballie Boo6pa)keHne CUNbHO GyiicTBYeT?
MosiBnsieTcs nny Bac korga-HMbyab YyBCTBO HEYBEPEHHOCTU
B TOM, 4TO Bbl ABM)KETeCh B NpaBUIbHOM HanpaB/ieHUN B
CBOEM ncKyccTBe?

A\ o o
V“lﬁ 3To AeCTBUTENBHO OYeHb XOPOLLMA BOMPOC. VIHOTAa s He Mory
onpeAennTLCA Mexay potorpadpueli Kak 31eMeHTOM UHAYCTPUM
Mogbl 1 oTorpadureit Kak U3ALLHBIM NCKYCCTBOM, U 3TO MPUBOANT

MeHA B 3aMeLllaTeNbCTBOo.

9 FoBOpPAT, UTO TaNaHTAMBbLIE NTIOAN TaNlAHT/INBbI BO MHOTMX
Aenax. fl cumTalo, YTO 3TO OTHOCUTCA N K Bam. Kpome ¢oTo-
rpa¢uu, Balummm yBneyeHnsMum ABSIOTCA €3/a Ha Jioluaasx,
pa6ota Mmoaenblo, NyTellecTBMA U faxke 60eBble UCKYCCTBa.
raa Bbl ycneBaeTe BceM 3TUM 3aHMMaTbLCA?

V‘\é MHe KaxeTcs, YTO camoe r1aBHOe — 3TO 6bITb NPENCNoAHEeH-
HbIM 3HTY31a3MOM U CTPaCTbHO K TOMY, YeM Bbl 3aHMMaeTeck. Ecin
6epycb 3a Kakoe-TO fjef10, TO CTPeMJIIOCh NpeycrneTb B HEM, Bejb
eLLe B cpeAHeli LLKONe § Hay4naacb TOMY, Kak MONHOCTBHO KOHLeH-
TPMPOBATLCA Ha KaKoW-N11M60o 3ajaye. B LienoM xe 9 Hacnaxaaroch
KaXzbIM MrHOBEHWEM XU3HU U KaXAbIA eHb CTPEMIIOCL OCTaBUTb
cnej CBOero cyLectsoBaHus. Kpome Toro, 4to Bbl ynomsiHy/ v Bbl-
Le, A eLLe ABNAKOCHL N0NYNpodecCMoHaNbHOM NCNOAHUTEeNbHULEN
TaHLUa XMBOTa 1 HeMnIoX1M NoBapoM. A oUeHb CPOoKyCMpoBaHa Ha
TOM, UTO Jenato B ornpejenéHHbIi MOMeHT BpeMeHU, 1 B MOEM pac-
nopsigke AHSA NPaKTUYeCKN HUKOr4a He bbiBaeT «MEPTBbIX» YacoB,
3a NCK/IIOYEHVeM BpeMeHn As cHa (5-6 vacos).

9 PacckaXxute camytro 3a6aBHYI0 UCTOPUIO, KOTOpas nNpou-
3oLu1a Bo Bpems Bawunx potoceccmin?

7:‘;4 2 roja Hasag A genana $oToceccmio BMecTe C O4HNM MYXCKUM
MOZeNbHbIM areHTCTBOM. CbEMKa 3aTAHY1acb Ha BeCb feHb, 1 HaM
NPULLIOCL MepeBo3nNTL BCe Matepuasb (B TOM Yncne 15 knnorpam-
MOB GPYKTOB 1 OBOLLEN, BeAb AeKopaLuumn A1 STOro MeponpusTust
6bINM CO34aHbl B CTUNE PeHeccaHc) Ha AByX aBTOMO6UAAX. Bpemsi
nposeTeno 6bICTPO, B KOHLe ¢poToceccnn a HyBCTBOBasla cebs
OYeHb yCTaBLLUen, HO MHe BCE eLLé NPeACTOAN0 CAeNaTb HECKObKO
doTorpaduin y ozepa. Mepes 3TnM 5 BbINMAA 2 BYTbIIKM KaBbl (UC-
NMaHCKOro LWamnaHCKoro), KoTopble Kynuaa AN Bcero KoNNekTBa
(HO OHM OTKa3aNUCb NAUTL), U 0YeHb OnbsiHeNna. A Korga fobpanacb
JOMOI 1 Havana npocMaTtpueatb GoTorpadum, caenaHHble y 03epa,
TO BCE OHW OKa3a/NCb Pa3MbITbIMU, K TOMY Xe, i BCMOMHWAG, YTO
3abblna B TaKCK ABYXMETPOBYH NeCTHULLY!

g KakoBa Balua camas 6o/bLLas TBOpUecKas MeuTa, KOTopyH
Bam eLLé He yaanock BONNOTUTL B CBOUX paboTax?

a\y, o o
7‘\,4 51 Bcerga CTpemtoch Co34aTh MaBHbIM LWeAeBp Moeli XN3HY,
WNHOTAA KaXeTCs, UTO MHe 3TO YAan0Ch, a 3aTeM NPOXOAUT HEMHOMO

stylists, assistants etc...but I've always done this with all my passion,
hence | truly don't feel any obstacles, pressure, or stress at all.
However, most of Vietnamese newspapers would feature me as
«Mr. Photographer Viet Ha» since they just do not believe that a
good photographer can be a woman. However, | usually work with
very big production teams, and | perfectly understand why there are
more male photographers than female ones, it's a tough profession.

e It's really amazing how, in a world of modern technologies
and digital revolution, you still manage to achieve this special
‘retro’ feel in your works, making photos look like fine art. What
inspires you to do that?

7:‘;5 My artworks are mostly inspired by a mixture of different elements
such as philosophy, classic literature, Old Master’s paintings, music,
and Persian mystic poetry. | am a classic art lover, most particularly
of artists such as Titian, Rembrandt, and Rubens; but | also admire
the works of the contemporary Italian photographer Paolo Roversi.

What | enjoy the most is the digital processing that comes after the
photoshoot. My photographic work relies heavily on post-processing.
The photographs obtained after the shoot are only raw materials,
post-processing offers unlimited ways of retouching the same picture
and allows me to explore with my imagination.

9 Does your imagination ever get too wild? Do you sometimes
feel like: «l am not sure | am on the right track with my art?»

Y

7‘\,5 Thisis indeed a very good question. Sometimes | am confused

between fashion photography and fine art photography.

e There is a saying that a talented person can be talented
in many things. | think it is very true about you. Aside from
photography, your biggest hobbies include horse riding, modeling,
traveling, and even martial arts. How do you make it all happen?

7:‘;5 | guess the mostimportant thing is that you must be enthusiastic
and passionate about what you do. If | choose to do something,
| make up my mind to excel at it, since when | was at secondary
high school | learnt how to focus and concentrate completely on
whatever | did. In general | enjoy every moment of life, and wish to
leave a trace of my existence every single day | live. Besides what
you mentioned above, | am also a semi-professional bellydancer
and a good chef. | am very focused on whatever | do at any specific
point of time, | almost never have a «dead» hour during my day,
except when | sleep (5-6 hours).

9 What is the funniest story that ever happened on one of
your photoshoots?

7:‘;4 Two years ago | did a photoshoot with an agency male model,
the shoot lasted the whole day. We had to transport all materials
(which included 15 kilos of fruits, vegetables...as the decoration for
this «Renaissance-inspired» theme) by two cars. The day went by
very fast and | was extremely tired at the end of the shoot, but I still
needed to take more photos at the lake. | drank almost two bottles
of cava (Spanish champagne) that | brought for the team (but no
one wanted it). | got very drunk, and when | got home, checking
the photos at the lake, all of them were blurry, and | realized | left
the two metre ladder in the taxi!

e What is your biggest artistic dream that you still haven't
achieved in your works?

2 : - - -
% | always desire to create the masterpiece of my life, sometimes
I have thought I've created it, but time goes by and, looking back at
my photographs, | find out that | still haven't created it, so | say to
myself «the best photograph is yet to come». | wish to create a work
of art that will touch the hearts of all audiences, and last forever
with time, such as the Mona Lisa. That is my greatest artistic dream.




BPeMEeHM, 51 ONsiTb CMOTPHO Ha CBOW PaboThbl 1 MOHMMAt0, UTO eLLé
ero He cosgana. U Toraa s roBopto cama ce6e: «Csou nyuiime ¢po-
TOrpadun MHe eLLie MPeACTOUT CAenaThb». Sl Xouy co34aTe Mpounsse-
JleHVIe NCKYCCTBA, KOTOPOE 3aTPOHET CepALia Bcei ny6ankm n 6yaet
XUTb BeUHO, kak MoHa J113a. 3To 1 ecTb MOs camMasi COKPOBEHHas
TBOpUeckas MeuTa.

9 Al 3Halo, YUTO HEKOTOPbIE MOJIOAbIE TIOAU, YATalOLLME ITY
CTaTblo, O4YEHb XOTAT Ha4aTb 3aHMMaTbCA poTorpadueii. Ho,
HaBepHOe, OHU He 3HaloT, KaK 3TOo cAenaTh, U YyBCTBYIOT ce-
651 HelOCTaTOYHO yBEPEHHO... ByAyuu ycneluHoli n xpa6poii
TBOPYECKOW JIMYHOCTBLIO, 4TO 6b1 BbI MOT/IM M NOCOBETOBAaTL?

AV,
V‘\é 4 CYNTakO, YTO 6bITb AedarenemMm NCKyccTtBa OYe€Hb-OYEeHb He-

npocTo, a 3apabaTtbiBaTb CBOMM TBOPYECTBOM Ha XM3Hb — 3TO
no-HacTosLLeMy CloXHas 3ajada. ExesHeBHO TBopyeckme Noam
nepexXmnBalT MHOXECTBO O0TKa30B 1 Pa3oyapoBaHWii, ropasgo
6onbLUe, YemM paboTHUK B opuce 3a Lieblil Mecau,. 1 Jymato, 4To
€AVNHCTBEHHbIA peLienT ycnexa COCTOUT B TOM, UYTOBbI KaXAblii
JeHb npunarate MakCMMyM YCUINIA U HAKOTA@ He 0TKa3blBaTbCs OT
CBOE MeYTbl. Y Bac ecTb /iBa BapWaHTa: MPOAOIKaTb 3aHNMATLCS
NCKYCCTBOM, KOTOPOE Bbl /I06UTE, Y HAAEATbCS Ha TO, UTO OAHAXAbI
Bbl CMOXETe J06UTBCS XeNaemoro... U xe cAatbcs. Ecnm Bbl Bbl-
6epeTe NepBbIli NyTb, TO 40OLETECH YCNexa C BepOATHOCTLIO 50%,
HO, ecnn BbibepeTe NocNeAHWI, BallW WAHCbI BYAYT paBHbl HYHO.

Hvikoraa He ctaHoBUTeCh poTOrpadom MK gesTenemM NCKyCcCTB, e
Bbl He FOTOBbI YEM-TO XEPTBOBATb: CBOVM BPEMEHEM, SHePrueil,
CTPacTbIO UAW Aaxe MeyTamy B 06MeH Ha TO, B YEM Bbl Jaxe He
yBepeHbl. MoXeT cly4nTbCst Tak, YTO Bbl He pa3 yTpaTuTe Bcsye-
CKYHO Hagexay Ha CBOEM NyTu. Bbl JO/MKHbBI BTATMBATLCS B 3TO A0
TONLKO PaAM Toro, uto nobute. @

®oTorpadusa: Boet Xa / Photo by Viet

9 I know that some young people who read this article have
a huge desire to start doing photography. But maybe they do
not know how or do not feel confident enough... As a successful
artist and a brave one too - what advice can you give to them?

7::4 I think being an artist is very, very tough, and to earn a living as an
artistis indeed a challenge. Artists face rejection and disappointment
every day, way more than what an office worker will face in a month.
I think the only recipe for success is to keep trying your best every
single day and never give up on your dreams. You have two options:
to keep on creating the art you love with the hope that someday
you'll get there or to give up. If you opt for the first choice, you have
a 50% of chance to succeed, but if you choose the latter, then the
chance is 0%.

Don't ever become a photographer or artist if you're not ready for
sacrifice: your time, energy, passion, even your hope...in exchange
for something you're not even sure about, you may lose hope many
times on your way. You should only be pulled by the things you love.
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